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 jpg in your social media feed? It's not a cat photo, it's a headscarf. The hashtag for the referendum that could bring an end to the Ottoman empire, #JanAcre, has three Turkish translations: headscarf, headscarf ban and headscarf questions. Headscarves are everywhere, from the folds of landmines to the media to the campuses to the front doors of mosques, from the hanging chad on ballot papers to
the way party leaders groom their beards. So it is unsurprising that the proposed ban on the headscarf has provoked such a fierce reaction in recent weeks. Many argue that it’s wrong to impose a ban at a time when Turkey is facing a series of challenges, from refugees and refugees to the Islamic State group. Others think it’s unnecessary: what’s the fuss about? Both arguments are wrong. The

government's argument for the ban is that the headscarf is a "religious symbol" The European Union has spent more than €1bn on Turkish accession – money that could have gone to needy Syrians in Syria or to Eastern European countries. And it's the EU, not the Turkish government, that will eventually decide whether Turkey qualifies for accession. So it's in Turkey's interest to have good relations
with its European allies. Last year, it was reported that the Turkish government had agreed to reintroduce a headscarf ban in state schools and universities, a step that, if implemented, would have made it harder for Turkey to move closer to the EU. Now, the government has announced it intends to go further. The first argument for the ban is that the headscarf is a "religious symbol" – a symbol of
belief, not of "secularism", according to Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdoğan. The second argument is that the headscarf is an obstacle to Turkish women achieving equal rights and having more freedom. While both arguments are wrong, in a sense, the government's first argument might make some sense. In a separate interview, Erdoğan said that, "in principle, there should be no problem", with

headscarves for women. He said it was not a "problem for Islam, because Islam is a religion of all humanity". Then why are the authorities proposing a ban? Their reasoning is spelled out in Article 9, part of the 1982 Law on Public Schools. Article 9.1 says that, "it is forbidden for female students to 82157476af
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